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must be regarded rather as the tentative approaches to
his philosophical scheme, than as presenting its finished
structure. They are highly interesting as exhibiting the
genesis of his thought; but should not be quoted as
authorities for any opinions foreign to his later productions.
The later work, like the earlier, consists of two essays; the
first, classifying and distinguishing the several affections and
passions, and defining the limits of our control over them;
the second, defending the doctrine of a Moral Sense, as pro-
pounded in the previous book, and comparing it with the
theories of the dianoetic moralists. The inspiration under
which both volumes were written is avowed in their prefaces
and is manifest throughout: it was an intense ethical revolt
against the attempt of Hobbes and Mandeville to set up
self-love as the autocrat of human life, and a corresponding
intellectual protest against the artificial simplifications which
Locke's psychological analyses had brought into favour.
Hutcheson found in the record of nature many a passage
which the key of * sensation and reflection' failed to unlock;
and boldly replaced among the primary data of humanity
numerous springs of action and modes of feeling which
neither interest nor reason could be shown to evolve The
enthusiasm of disinterested affection in himself made it
impossible, by any ingenious play of ideas, to impose
upon him the fallacies of hedonism, and gave a persuasive
genuineness to his descriptions of the self-forgetful impulses
of mankind; so that his writings brought relief to a kind of
cynical anxiety left by the current philosophy, and fetched
back into the light of self-evidence many a generous trait of
inward experience which had disappeared in the solvents of
a disintegrating mental chemistry. Hence, his Dublin
treatises obtained an unexpected and a wholesome popu-
larity j producing upon their firsj^ readers something of the
same effect which they wrought a century afterwaids upon
the pure and fervent mind of Channing. To him, it would
seem, Hutcheson brought the very hour of regeneration,
*It was while reading, one day, some of the various pas-